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PAGE 01 STATE 116989 
ORIGIN JUSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 L-03 ( ISO ) R 

DRAFTED BY BRUNO RISTAU, JUSTICE 
APPROVED BY L/M:KEMALMBORG 
L/M:TJRAMSEY 
EUR/NE- JPSHUMATE 

242008Z 027064/64 

O 202136Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL MUNICH IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 116989 

MUNICH: ATTENTION CHARIG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ACLM 

SUBJECT: CLAIMS AGAINST USG 

1. EMBASSY REQUESTS THE FOREIGN OFFICE THAT BECAUSE OF 
DISTANCE AND UNAVOIDABLE DELAYS IN COMMUNICATING BETWEEEN 
INTERESTED USG AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON, LONDON, AND 
SCOTLAND, USG NOT YET ABLE TO ADVISE FOREIGN OFFICE AT 

THIS TIME AS TO WHETHER ORIGINATING APPLICATION CAN BE 
FORMALLY ACCEPTED. FOREIGN OEFICE TO ADVISE SECRETARY 
OF SCOTTISH TRIBUNAL OF FOREGOING. IF TRIBUNAL UNI- 
LATERALLY SCHEDULES HEARING BETWEEN MAY 23-JUNE 3, NO 
APPEARANCE WILL BE MADE BY USG. 

2. EYI: DOJ, THEIR LONDON SOLICITOR, AND NAVY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES IN LONDON AND SCOTLAND ARE ENDEAVORING TO 
REACH OUT OF COURT SETTLEMENT OE CLAIM, WHICH IN DOJ VIEW 
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WOULD BE IN GOVERNMENT'S BEST INTEREST. DELAYS DUE IN 
PART TO INABILITY TO REACH CLAIMANT OR HIS SOLICITOR. 

DOJ UNABLE TO SEEK AMICABLE SETTLEMENT OF MERITORIOUS 
CLAIMS IF FOREIGN OFEICE, AND ESPECIALLY SECRETARY OF 
TRIBUNALS, INSIST ON EARLY RESPONSE. UNLESS DOJ IS GIVEN 
ADEQUATE TIME TO INVESTIGATE AND COORDINATE HANDLING OF 
CLAIMS, SOME OE WHICH ARISE IN PLACES FAR REMOVED EROM 
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LONDON, DOJ WILL REGRETFULLY HAVE TO ADVISE FOREIGN 

OFEICE THAT USG DECLINES TO ACCEPT ORIGINATING APPLICA- 
TIONS. SUCH ANSWER WOULD, OF COURSE, BE UNSATISFACTORY 
BUT IT IS THE ONLY ANSWER WHICH CAN BE GIVEN ON SHORT 
NOTICE. EMBASSY MAY AT APPROPRIATE TIME PASS ON THESE 
VIEWS INFORMALLY TO FOREIGN OFFICE. END FYI. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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